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CHILDREN AND FAMILIES IN TRAGEDY:
MASSACRE IN KAWTHOOLEI

DOCUMENTED BY KNU HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE

Content Warning

This report contains graphic descriptions, sensitive stories, and images documenting
incidents of extreme violence, including acts of butchery, burning, and massacres.
Some content may be distressing or upsetting to readers.
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Children and Families in Tragedy: Massacre in Kawthoolei
Documented by KNU Human Rights Committee (KHRC)

INTRODUCTION

The systematic and protracted violations perpetrated against people in Kawthoolei communities by the Myan-
mar military represent not 2021 post-coup incidents but rather an enduring pattern of abuse spanning decades.
These acts of violence, including massacres, have deeply affected the lives of the civilians in Kawthoolei regions.
However, due to ongoing instability, insecurity, and a critical lack of resources, comprehensive documentation of
human rights abuses in Kawthoolei remains limited. This gap has resulted in the underrepresentation of these vio-
lations in broader human rights records. The KNU Human Rights Committee (KHRC) has documented a total
of 2,835 human rights violations perpetrated by the Myanmar military’s (State Administration Council, or SAC)
across seven districts in Kawthoolei regions between January 1st and October 31st, 2024. By highlighting the re-
cent mass killings, this report aims to provide a clearer picture of the grave human rights situation in Kawthoolei,

especially the massacres, and contribute to the call for accountability and justice for the people there.

Startling testimony from the ash heaps: Massacre in Kawthoolei

This section will detail one of two recent incidents of mass violence and atrocities perpetrated against commu-

nities in Kawthoolei, underscoring the ongoing pattern of systemic abuse.

Case of Nyaung Bin Thar Massacre

The conflict near Nyaung Bin Tha village marked the third outbreak of fighting in the area, as Myanmar’s mil-
itary attempted to regain control following earlier retreats due to insufficient manpower and influence. On May
10, 2023, military troops launched an operation in Mone Township, Kler Lwee Htu District, leading to clashes
with KNLA-led troops and local armed forces. The fighting resulted in the deaths of five military personnel, in-
cluding a captain, a lieutenant captain, and a sergeant. Reportedly directed by senior commanders from the South-
ern Regional Military Command, the operation reflected the escalating violence since the military coup on Febru-
ary 1, 2021, marked by widespread arrests, torture, killings, and frequent attacks on civilians, including airstrikes
and artillery strikes.

In retaliation, several military troops, numbering around 100 soldiers, converged near Nyaung Bin Tha village
from different directions and entered the village from the north on May 10, 2023. By the time the troops arrived,
most villagers had fled, leaving behind only those unable to escape quickly—households with elders, disabled per-
sons, or others who could not flee in time. Some villagers encountered the troops while attempting to escape and
were captured, while others who stayed hidden in their homes were also discovered and detained. As the soldiers
entered the village, they encountered a villager taking care of his cows near a pasture area. Without hesitation, they

brutally cut him into pieces, later leaving the dismembered remains in the village cemetery.
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At approximately 5:20 PM, the troops forced 19 detained villagers to gather near a house, falsely assuring them
that no harm would come to them. The detainees included children, the elderly, and women. The soldiers blind-
folded the victims, tied them with ropes, and separated them into two groups: women and children in a group and
men in a group. The soldiers then killed these villagers in various ways, using knives and guns. They then commit-
ted an act of extreme brutality, burning and killing the villagers. Among the 19 victims were four children, includ-
ing a 5-year-old, and 11 women.

After committing the massacre, the troops left the village, leaving the victims’ burned bodies in heaps. By the
next morning, the site of the massacre revealed horrifying evidence—pieces of skulls and brains were scattered
across the area. The charred remains formed a circular heap, surrounded by the unburned legs of some victims. The
victims were not only individuals but also entire families from the same households.When the troops departed,
they forcibly took seven more individuals from nearby areas and used them as human shields. This atrocity left an
indelible mark of terror and loss upon the community, underscoring the systematic violence inflicted upon inno-

cent civilians.

The burned corpses of the villagers from Nyaung Bin Thar, Klerlweehtu District. They were butchered and burned
when SAC troops came in the village on 10th May 2023. Some of them were family members and relatives, including
the children. [photo: Public Relation and Information Dissemination (PRID - KNU)]
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The burned corpses of the villagers from Nyaung Bin Thar, Klerlweehtu District. They were butchered and burned
when SAC troops came in the village on 10th May 2023. Some of them were family members and relatives, including
the children. [photo: Public Relation and Information Dissemination (PRID - KNU)]
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Witness

U Kyaw (pseudonym), a witness, was hiding near the site of the incident. Having suffered a
stroke that impaired his mobility, he was unable to flee and instead concealed himself in his
home. By the time the soldiers arrived at the scene of the incident, the village was already emp-
ty, with no villagers present on the streets. He is able to speak and is well-conscious of the situ-
ation despite his difficulty in moving. From his hiding place, located near the scene, he could
hear and see the incidents unfolding. He described hearing and seeing the terrified screams of
villagers and the aggressive shouts of soldiers as they captured victims, including some of his
neighbors. Shortly after, he heard over 30 gunshots, interspersed with the desperate cries of
villagers. Later, he noticed a strong, pungent smell of burning and saw the busy movement of

the soldiers, realizing that something was being set on fire nearby.

The burned corpses of the villagers from Nyaung Bin Thar, Klerlweehtu District. They were butchered and burned
when SAC troops came in the village on 10th May 2023. Some of them were family members and relatives, including
the children. [photo: Public Relation and Information Dissemination (PRID - KNU)]
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Table.1

The chart described the two incidents of the Massacre in two villages in Kawthoolei:
Nyaung Bin Thar Village and Nga Pu Inn Village.

B child women [l Men
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=
o

(Number of Casualty)

Nyaung Bin Thar Nga Pu In

(Village Names)

In Nga Pu Inn, SAC forces used fighter jets to kill 15 civilians—five children, five women, and five men—in a
deliberate airstrike, four 500-pound dumb bombs. The incident occurred on the morning of July 19, 2024, at
approximately 10:15 AM, in the Nga Pu Inn village monastery, where residents had gathered to celebrate the War-
so Robe Donation Festival. This cherished occasion, central to the community’s spiritual and cultural life, turned
into a scene of tragedy when the attack took place amidst the festivities while the villagers were cooking and pre-
paring for the ceremony. The monastery, a symbol of peace and love, became the heart of the devastating event. In
Nyaung Bin Thar on May 9, 2023, SAC troops massacred 19 villagers, including four children (one as young as
five), ten women, and five men. The SAC troops bound, blindfolded, and executed victims using guns, knives, and
other weapons, later burning their bodies. They indiscriminately killed children alongside their family members,
including parents. These brutal actions clearly demonstrate the SAC troops’ on-ground policy of violence and

cruelty toward innocent civilians.
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The dead bodies of the villagers from Nga Pu Inn monastery, Doo Pla Yar District. They were bombed while they were
preparing for the Warso Robe Donation Ceremony. The incident took place on the morning of July 19, 2024.
[photo: Public Relation and Information Dissemination (PRID - KNU)]
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Violating Ratified Conventions and Geneva Convention

The massacres in Nga Pu Inn and Nyaung Bin Thar villages highlight the Myanmar military’s (State Adminis-
tration Council, or SAC) systematic violations of human rights and international humanitarian law. By observing
the cases SAC violated, they violated all the four main treaties Myanmar state has ratified and the fourth Geneva
Convention known as protecting civilians.

These indiscriminate attacks and killings violated the principles of distinction and proportionality under the
Geneva Conventions. It breached the right to life under Article 3 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
(UDHR), which guarantees every individual has the right to live freely and safely, and Article (3) of CEDAW,
which ensures women’s fundamental human rights and freedoms, which include the right to life, as foundational
to the enjoyment of all other rights. The binding, blindfolding, and execution of civilians, as well as the burning
of their bodies in Nyaung Bin Thar, constitute inhumane and degrading treatment. These acts demonstrate a de-
liberate attempt to inflict severe physical and mental suffering in direct violation of Article 5 of UDHR, which
establishes an absolute ban on torture and inhumane treatment and is a cornerstone of global human rights law,
emphasizing the universal commitment to uphold human dignity and protect individuals from the most extreme
forms of abuse. In such situations, these acts also violate the Geneva Conventions, “Convention relative to the
Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War,” which mandate the protection of civilians and prohibit targeting
non-combatants, torture, and summary executions. The deliberate targeting of women, children, and vulnerable
groups underscores SAC’s systematic disregard for civilian protections.

These acts also contravene the Geneva Conventions, particularly Common Article 3, which protects civilians
and prohibits violence against those not actively participating in hostilities, and the Convention on the Rights of
the Child (CRC), Article 6, which guarantees children’s right to life and special protections in conflict. Children’s
rights under the CRC, particularly Articles 24, which ensure the right to health, are blatantly violated by butcher-
ing a significant amount of children instead of ensuring healthcare. In a grievous contravention of the Convention
on the Rights of the Child (CRC), the actions of the Myanmar military in Nyaung Bin Tha village vividly illustrate
a profound disregard for the sanctity and protection of child rights during armed conflict. The military operation,
which resulted in the detention and brutal execution of civilians—including children—violates Article 37 of the
CRC, which categorically prohibits torture and cruel treatment of children. Moreover, the lack of efforts to aid the
physical and psychological recovery or social reintegration of child survivors, as mandated by Article 39, under-
scores a significant neglect of duty to facilitate healing post-conflict.

Additionally, the indiscriminate and violent treatment of children, the failure to uphold the principles of dig-
nity and worth as required by Article 40, and the absence of periodic reviews for the welfare of children in such
hostile environments, as stipulated by Article 25, further highlight the systematic failures of the State Administra-
tion Council (SAC) to uphold international child protection laws. This tragic event not only exemplifies the inhu-
mane treatment of children in conflict zones but also emphasizes an urgent need for international oversight and
intervention to ensure compliance with global human rights standards and the protection of vulnerable popula-
tions in Myanmar. These incidents demand urgent attention for further action, investigation, and accountability

to uphold the rights and dignity of Myanmar’s civilian population.
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Justification for the use of image and story

- The KNU Human Rights Committee (KHRC) carefully uses images in this report to honor the victims and
respect their families. KHRC self-funded the report without external support and does not intend it for

fundraising but as a tool for advocacy, ensuring the victims’ voices are heard globally.

- KHRC obtained explicit consent from the reachable families of the victims to include their stories and
images. All identifiable information is withheld to protect privacy, reflecting KHRC’s ethical commitment

and sensitivity to cultural and legal norms.

- 'The images aim to raise awareness and advocate for justice in response to atrocities in Myanmar, especially
in Kawthoolei. They dignify the victims, spotlight the severity of human rights violations, and urge domes-

tic and international communities to pay attention and act for accountability and justice.

- Failure to use this incident report and its images will hinder justice and leave advocacy incomplete. It will
also prevent the public and human rights stakeholders from developing a shared understanding of the on-

going situation in Myanmar.

Limitations of the Report

- 'This incident documentation process has not yet been completed and will be continued in the future by the

KHRC.

- A detailed investigation of the incident is still necessary and will be carried out gradually by the KHRC.
However, the information provided represents the findings that the KHRC has gathered so far and high-

lights in this report.
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